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CONCLUSION,
TO complete this book a few more ideas, mostly
of a personal character, ought to be developed.
The work connected with the Winged-S, which was
the principal subject of discussion, has been in pro-
gress now for almost thirty years. It was well under
way twenty-six years ago when, in the spring of 1913,
the author was flight-testing the first successful large
aeroplane powered by four engines. It is a long period
for the professional activity of an individual and under
the best circumstances it can hardly be expected to
extend in the future even half as much more. This
is the maximum, while the minimum may be con-
siderably shorter. A change in the character of per-
sonal activities may be brought about by various
causes, the most important of them being the possible
necessity of making a long distance flight for which
one-way tickets are received free of charge, while a
return reservation cannot be secured at any price.
While days rush by in the restless haste of modern
industrial activity and the latest type of plane urgently
designed and quickly produced is obsolete almost
before the first flight and is already too slow no matter
how fast it is, there is not much time to think about
the fundamental value of this work. However, some-